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Contact

Scan our QR Code:

For 27 years, supporters like you have transformed the lives of tens 
of thousands of children. Through volunteering, fundraising 
events, and shared meals, you've helped us build a brighter future.


Now, we invite you to join us and keep the circle of giving alive!


Here’s how you can make a difference:


Spread the word about our mission with your network.


Volunteer your time and skills.


Organize a fundraising event in your community.


Make an online donation Link.


Create a lasting legacy with FreeWill


Get in touch at info@childrenofvietnam.org or call (336) 
235-0981 to learn more!


Your contributions open doors to education, healthcare, 
nutritious meals, safe housing, and clean water for children in 
need, empowering them to overcome barriers and break free 
from poverty.


Corporate partnerships or stock gifts 
Mail a check to: PO Box 18039, Greensboro, NC 27419 
Donate online: www.childrenofvietnam.org/donate/
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Be Part of the Change

Program Services

Management 
& General

Fundraising

85.2%

10.4%

4.4%

Download COV’s Full Financial Report

$211,034

$89,748


$2,027,339

$1,726,557
Program Services

Management & General

Fundraising

Total

July 1, 2024 - June 30, 2025

Financial Statements
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Financials

Nia Silgardo
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Bradley ThomasonMaddie Niebanck Ronald E. Berenbeim Lary Brown

Benjamin C. Wilson Jr.Elliott WilsonDebbie Baker | Chair

Desta RainesDabney Schmitt

Helena Berger Kathy OrmsScott Willis

Ben Wilson is the Founder and President of Children of Vietnam. Prior to founding Children of Vietnam, Ben 
was a successful international engineer and senior project manager traveling to over 30 countries managing 
multi-million-dollar construction projects for a number of corporations. Vietnam was his last assignment where 
he lived for almost three years before retiring and founding Children of Vietnam. Ben is a passionate and tireless 
advocate for the many Vietnamese children living in very poor environments and with limited resources.

Benjamin C. Wilson
Founder & President
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COV Team

In many highland areas of Vietnam, nearly one in three households 
still lack safe drinking water.


This June, Trieu An Elementary School in Quang Tri welcomed a new water filtration 
system from COV. For students like Dat, a lively fourth grader, it made all the 
difference. Now, instead of relying on costly bottled water, he can drink freely, stay 
healthy, and focus on learning. Each glass of water is more than refreshment, it's a 
step toward brighter, healthier futures.


In FY25, COV made significant strides in bringing clean water to remote and 
disadvantaged areas. We installed 53 water filtration systems, more than 
double last year's count, alongside four new drilled wells. This ensured safe 
water access for 16,471 children and created healthier environments for 1,517 
teachers and staff.


Recognizing the importance of sustainability, we evaluated 11 filtration 
systems that had been in operation for three years. All remained in good 
condition and were being used effectively, reinforcing the long-term impact of 
this investment.


The need for clean water in mountainous regions remains urgent. By 
expanding from 22 systems last year to 53 this year, and strengthening local 
partnerships, COV is delivering timely, reliable access to safe water, protecting 
children's health and providing a stronger foundation for their growth and 
education.
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Clean Water, Hygiene
& Sanitation

— Dat, 4th grade, Trieu An Elementary School // Learn More

I trust the water here," he shared. "It's clean, 
and I feel at ease.

“
“

WASH

water filtration systems were 
installed in schools and villages.

children in remote areas were 
provided with clean water.

19,811

480

Our 27 years of Impact

WASH

53
 water filtration systems were 
installed and four drilled wells were 
constructed.

16,471
 children in 53 schools and 
centers in remote areas were 
provided with clean water.

1,517
teachers and staff benefited from clean 
water at school.
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Clean Water, Hygiene
& Sanitation

In Vietnam's highland cities and provinces, malnutrition remains a stubborn 
barrier. According to the National Institute of Nutrition (2023), nearly one in three 
children under five in ethnic minority areas are malnourished.


To help change this, COV introduced nutritious rice to Hong Trung Kindergarten in 
A Luoi, Hue, in September 2024. Teachers started gently, parents were invited to 
taste and learn, and the community supported the children through the transition.


The impact has been remarkable. What began with children eating just 30% of 
their portions a few times a week, grew into every child happily finishing their rice 
six days a week by May 2025.


In FY25, our Nutrition Program continued to bring vital nourishment to 
children and communities in need. We provided 4,523,033 meals to 32,698 
schoolchildren, improving health and easing financial burdens on families. 
We also distributed 11 shipping containers full of soup mix. Each containing  
1,320 boxes (equivalent to 285,120 meals), distributed for extra nutrition to 
162 preschools and elderly centers.


Building on clear improvements in children's health, we expanded 
activities to two new provinces, Hue City and Quang Tri Province, ensuring 
even more children benefited from consistent, healthy meals. Alongside 
this expansion, we strengthened training and monitoring for local schools 
and centers, helping staff effectively use fortified rice in daily meal 
programs.


Step by step, the Nutrition Program reduced malnutrition and stunted 
growth, giving children the nourishment they need to grow stronger, stay 
focused in class, and look forward to a brighter future.
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Nutrition

— Ms. Le Thi Tem, a teacher and parent // Learn More

At first, the rice smelled a little different. But once 
I understood its nutrition, I wanted my child to 

eat it every day.

“

“

Nutrition

meals served.

children received soy milk.
14,301

>19,803,993

Nutrition

Nutrition

4,523,033
 meals served, nourishing 
children and communities.

32,698
schoolchildren received daily 
meals to support their learning 
and growth.

11
shipping containers full of soup mix, 
each containing 1,320 boxes (equivalent 
to 285,120 meals), distributed for extra 
nutrition.

162
 preschools and elderly centers 
supported with healthy food.
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Our 27 years of Impact

At just 12, Phong struggles with autism and hyperactivity. For years, his world was 
marked by frustration and isolation. His mother, Ms. Ha wanted him to go to 
school, but therapy and consistent support were beyond the family's financial 
reach.


Everything began to change in August 2023 when Phong joined COV's Hope System 
of Care. With an inclusive education scholarship, regular therapy, and medical care, 
he finally had the chance to learn in a welcoming environment.


Today, Phong walks to school each morning with excitement, his backpack on and 
his smile bright. His progress has brought relief and hope to his whole family.


In FY25, the Hope System of Care continued to stand beside children with 
disabilities and their families. The program supported 200 children through 
health check-ups, education support, and access to essential services. In 
addition, 100 children participated in Mid-Autumn Festival activities and 
received gifts that fostered inclusion and joy.


We placed special focus on caregivers, the backbone of every child's progress. 
Following a Family Assessment Phase, we launched a six-module training 
initiative, completing five modules in FY25. The training helped 200 caregivers 
gain confidence, strengthen peer support, and better access local services.


To further support caregivers, we offered Self-Care Day and Happy Day events 
which brought respite and professional support to 78 parents, renewing their 
energy and resilience. The project also introduced personalized medical 
equipment for children after specialists assessed 20 of them and provided 16 
tailored devices and home modifications, enhancing safety, independence, 
and rehabilitation outcomes.


In parallel, we strengthened local capacity by supporting three centers for 
children with disablities in Quang Tri, Hue, and Da Nang. These centers, now 
serving 212 children, have safer classrooms, better sanitation facilities, new 
learning materials, and teacher training.
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Hope System of Care

— Ms. Ha, Phong's mother // Learn More

We wanted to help Phong, but could only do so 
much. Thanks to COV, he now has a real chance.

“
“

HSC

Community 
Activities

Living Environment 
Improvement

Education &

vocational training

Healthcare & rehabilitation

nutrition

1,152 children with disabilities (CWD) 
received wraparound services

Hope System of Care

200
caregivers were 
trained in advanced 
caregiving.

17
workshops equipped 
caregivers with skills 
to better support 
their children.

200
CWD received health checks, 
rehabilitation therapies, medical aids, 
and educational support

78
caregivers joined a 
Self-Care Day to 
recharge and 
connect.

43
CWD benefited from 
additional health 
checks.
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Our 27 years of Impact

For more than two years, Ms. Le Thi Do has quietly built a better life for her family 
with support from COV's EFWC program. With a small food stand started through 
the program, scholarships for her two sons, and friendships with other mothers, she 
has found both stability and encouragement.


Every day, she cares for her husband, who is unable to work and lives with an 
epilepsy‑related disability that requires ongoing treatment and support. At the 
same time, she takes on extra jobs so her children can devote themselves fully to 
their studies. Their report cards now hang proudly on the wall, a simple but 
powerful reminder of her hard work and determination.


In 2025, the Empowering Foundations for Women & Their Children 
program continued its journey alongside 205 single mothers already 
enrolled, ensuring support was not only sustained, but also deepened.


Over the past year, 205 mothers directly benefited from tailored 
assistance. This year, we focused on renovating entire houses that had 
fallen into severe disrepair, creating safer, more stable environments that 
protect mothers and children from the risks of collapse and 
storm damage.


During the  Lunar New Year, 60 Tet gift packages brought joy and dignity 
to families. Health remained a priority, with 93 mothers and children 
receiving medical care. Education was also at the heart of the program: 
196 scholarships gave children the chance to stay in school, while mothers 
gained confidence through seven training sessions.


By broadening and deepening its support, the program is helping single 
mothers not only overcome daily struggles, but also build stronger 
foundations, safer homes, steadier livelihoods, and brighter futures for 
their children.
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— Mrs. Do, a single mother // Learn More

I'm still so grateful for COV's help. From the 
startup boost for my food stand and school 

support for the boys, to the friends I've made in 
those fun training classes, it's all given me that 

extra spark to keep smiling and moving forward.

“

“

EFWC

Empowering Foundations
For Women & Their Children

93
single mothers were 
cared for through 
medical support.

60
Tet gift packages 
brought joy during 
the holiday.

7
training sessions 
strengthened the 
mothers' skills and 
confidence.

205
 single mothers 
benefited from the 
EFWC program.

11
homes were 
refurbished into 
safer, warmer places 
to live.

36
families received 
essential home 
supplies.

196
scholarships opened 
doors to education 
for their children.
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Our 27 years of Impact

Scholarships & 
Educational Devices 

for Children

Training Workshops

Livelihood & Microloans

Living Environment 
Improvement

Medical Care

722 single mothers received wraparound 
services for their families

Empowering Foundations
For Women & Their Children

In a quiet mountain village in Tay Giang Commune, Da Nang City, a new kind 
of bridge has just opened, one built not of wood or stone, but of books, 
computers, and possibility. Six years after Nam,  a Vietnamese American 
student, DJ, and philanthropist, first gave back to his birthplace by building a 
school, his journey continues with the new Nam Harrison Library and 
Computer Lab.


In a place where books were once scarce, children now have a space to explore 
worlds beyond their mountains and imagine futures they’ve never seen. This 
isn’t just a library, it’s a beginning. A world opening, page by page.

In 2025, COV directly managed all school construction, from 
planning to handover. This approach ensured designs were well-
suited for remote communities and coincides with the real needs of 
children and teachers.


By expanding from a single classroom last year to multiple schools 
and functional spaces this year, we are creating safer, more 
supportive environments and laying the foundation for hundreds of 
children to learn, grow, and thrive.
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School Building Blocks

— Bao, 7 years old, Nam Harrison School// Learn More

I want to read books about the world. 
about airplanes and the blue ocean I 

only see on TV.

“

“

Education

— Thu Giang, Study Steps Student // Learn More

I want to become a teacher. I want to help other 
students the way I've been helped. So I'll keep 

studying hard and improving myself.

“

“

Education

Through the Study Steps program, COV equiped disadvantaged secondary 
students with the tools they needed to learn, grow, and thrive. Last year, 225 
students received grants for tutoring and life skills, while 18 skill sessions and 
outdoor activities engaged 173 students, helping them build confidence, 
teamwork, and resilience beyond the classroom.


A highlight was celebrated as the 148 Study Steps students completed lower 
secondary school. Among these students finishing Grade Nine, 138 continued 
to high school, and an impressive 89% were accepted into their desired 
schools. The remaining students pursued vocational paths, each taking a 
meaningful step toward their future.


To mark this milestone, COV organized a special outing in Hue City for these 
students after their high school entrance exams. For many, it was their first 
time exploring the Hue Citadel, visiting Quoc Hoc High School, or watching a 
movie together, a joyful "last trip as classmates" before beginning the next 
chapter of their lives.


 Relive this milestone moment in our special recap

We also held an Appreciation Day and Focus Group for teachers and leaders 
from six partner schools, honoring four years of their partnership with COV 
and gathering insights to strengthen the program in the years ahead.

 [VIDEO].


For Thu Giang, education was never taken for granted. With her father too ill to 
work and her mother piecing together odd jobs, every step in school felt like a 
victory.


Since joining COV's Study Steps program in 6th grade, Giang has turned her biggest 
challenge, English, into one of her strongest subjects. With tutoring and 
encouragement, she built her confidence and earned Excellent Student honors year 
after year.


Starting high school in September, Giang dreams of becoming a teacher to help 
students the way she was helped. Her journey shows the power of resilience, and 
how opportunity, when met with determination, can transform a life.
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Study Steps

Through our Education Program, COV expanded opportunities for 
disadvantaged students to pursue their dreams and develop as future leaders. 
Last year, 126 Bright Scholars received scholarships, including our new 
expansion to Hue University with 10 students in Medicine and Pharmacy, 10 in 
Education, and 10 in Foreign Languages.


Beyond financial support, we strengthened personal development through 15 
workshops for 126 students, focusing on emotional intelligence, non-violent 
communication, and critical thinking. Our first Bright Scholars Summer Camp 
brought together 27 students for five days of physical activities, leadership 
training, and holistic growth, building confidence, resilience, and community 
spirit. 


We also created rich opportunities for cultural exchange. Students joined 
workshops with international volunteers, participated in service activities with 
peers from Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth and North Carolina State 
University, and connected through a pen pal program with students in the U.S.


In 2025, the program expanded to Quang Tri Province and is set to continue 
growing. Through Bright Scholars, COV is not only supporting academic 
achievement but also nurturing the next generation of changemakers.


Life has not been easy for Le Van Hoa An. Before attending university, he lost 
both his father and grandmother, the two people who raised him. Yet through 
every hardship, An studied with determination and was admitted to the 
Pharmacy program at Hue University of Medicine and Pharmacy.


When grief left him feeling completely alone, support from COV's Bright 
Scholars program became a turning point. The scholarship not only eased 
financial burdens, but also gave him community, stability, and hope. 


Today, alongside his studies, An tutors younger children at the Children's 
Shelter of  Friends of Hue Foundation, finding purpose in helping others. His 
journey is a powerful reminder that encouragement and resilience can grow 
into hope.


— Hoa An, Bright Scholar Student // Learn More

When I received the scholarship from COV, I 
thought it was a dream.

“
“

Bright Scholars
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Education

13,000+
students studying at schools 
and universities received 
one-time scholarships.

280
students received tutoring from 
grade 6 through high school.

420
students supported by the 
Bright Scholars program.

57
classrooms have been constructed 
and fully equipped.

14
rooms are currently under 
construction, including 9 
additional classrooms and 
5 functional rooms.

Our 27 years of Impact

3
classrooms and other 
facilities in one 
school has been 
renovated.

211
 students and 19 
teachers and staff 
will benefit.

9
 are under 
construction.

5
functional rooms 
(kitchens, library, 
restrooms…) are 
being built.

School Building Blocks

148
students completed 
lower secondary 
school.

18
skill training sessions 
were held.

225
disadvantaged 
students received 
grants for academic 
tutoring and life skills 
training.

173
students attended 
outdoor activities.

Study Steps

15
students successfully 
graduated.

15
workshops and 
outdoor activities 
were held.

126
disadvantaged 
students benefited 
from the program.

27
students joined the 
5-day Summer Camp

Bright Scholars

Education for the Future
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Education

Hope System of Care •  Educating for the Future • Keeping Children Nourished 
Empowering Foundations for Women & Children • Water, Sanitation & Hygiene

Children of Vietnam breaks the cycle of poverty by removing barriers to 
opportunities and providing targeted, comprehensive support. We drive 
lasting change by building a collaborative ecosystem of donors, 
communities, and partners.

Where your investment goes

Programs & Impact
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Programs & Impact

20

25

126  disadvantaged students pursued university 
education through Bright Scholars.


225 secondary students received academic and life 
skills grants through Study Steps.


33 workshops and activities enhanced skills and 
personal development for Bright Scholars and Study 
Steps students. 


550 scholarships and 280 bicycles awarded at the 
school year's start provided resources and confidence.


14 rooms are currently under construction, including 
9 additional classrooms and 5 functional rooms.

Education

children with disabilities received wraparound 
assistance, including health checks, therapies and 
medical aid to help them reach their full potential.

Health & Dignity Restored200

single mothers received direct support, including 
wraparound services, empowering them to build 

a secure future for their families.

Women & Families Strengthened 205

centers for children with disabilities were 
supported, benefiting 212 children through skills 

training, scholarships, and improved facilities.

Ecosystems of Support Fortified 3

children across 53 schools and centers gained reliable 
access to clean water through the installation of 53 
filtration systems and four new drilled wells.

Sustainable Clean Water Access16,471
nutritious meals provided a foundation of health 

for children and other beneficiaries, ensuring 
they could learn and grow without hunger.

Nourishment for Learning  4,523,033

schoolchildren and other beneficiaries are served 
daily with fortified rice to support their health 

and learning.

 32,698

In 2025, Children of Vietnam 
received the highest rankings on the 
major charity assessment platforms

Annual Report 2025 - Children of Vietnam // 5

Impacta year of transformative growth

Dear Friend,


As I reflect on 2025, my heart is filled with profound gratitude for our community’s 
compassion in the face of extraordinary challenges. This year, historic floods devastated 
Central Vietnam, claiming lives and displacing hundreds of thousands. For the families we 
serve, it was a catastrophe that washed away homes, schools, and livelihoods in an instant.


Thanks to your swift and generous response, Children of Vietnam raised more than $85,000 
to provide emergency food, clean water, and shelter. This immediate aid was a lifeline. Yet, as 
the waters recede, an even greater task begins: the long, hard work of rebuilding.


Our priority for 2026 is clear. We must help families reconstruct their material foundations, 
repairing homes, restoring classrooms, and securing incomes. This is the essential first step 
toward stability. However, true recovery requires more than rebuilding structures; it requires 
healing the invisible wounds. Crises leave deep psychological scars, especially on children.


This truth became vividly clear to me in conversations with our Bright Scholars this year. 
Beyond their academic successes, they shared their inner struggles with pressure, isolation, 
and the weight of expectation. Yet, in the same breath, they spoke of a profound desire to “pay 
it forward”, to channel the support they received into volunteering, especially for children with 
disabilities. Their resilience was inspiring, but it underscored a critical gap:  their incredible 
strength was being forged without a dedicated space for emotional support, a need echoed in 
national data showing one in five adolescents faces a mental health issue, with fewer than 
10% of those who need it accessing care.


This understanding guides our path forward. Our goal is to pioneer a holistic recovery model 
that interweaves material reconstruction with emotional and psychological support. This 
means:


Rebuilding Foundations: Directing resources to reconstruct homes, schools, and 
community infrastructure for our most affected beneficiaries.

Integrating Care: Expanding the psychosocial support piloted in our Bright Scholars 
Summer Camp into these rebuilt spaces. We will train community workers, establish peer 
support groups, and provide counseling, ensuring mental well-being is a pillar of recovery 
from the ground up.


To launch this integrated model, we are setting a Year-End Goal to raise $300,000. This will 
fund both the brick-and-mortar work of reconstruction and the vital work of nurturing 
resilience, ensuring children and families recover not just physically, but wholly.


You have always believed in a future where every child can thrive. Today, you can help build 
that future from the ground up. Together, we can ensure that communities emerge from this 
flood’s destruction not only restored but stronger, more supported, and more resilient than 
before.


With heartfelt thanks,


Giang Wells-Dang 
Executive Director, Children of Vietnam


Founded in 1998 by Ben Wilson, Children of Vietnam (COV) began 
as a simple mission to help Vietnamese children in need.



With a scooter and a heart full of compassion, Wilson delivered 
essential supplies to families across Da Nang. Word of his life-changing 
efforts spread quickly, and COV’s commitment to community 
partnerships and rapid aid delivery has become its cornerstone.



Today, COV continues to brighten the futures of Vietnamese children, 
providing hope and support where it’s needed most.



Each year, COV serves more than 30,000 children. Join us in educating 
minds, healing bodies, sheltering families, and nurturing vulnerable 
children in Vietnam.

Children of Vietnam is a 501c3 Non-Profit Organization, founded in 1998, that 
builds bright futures for vulnerable children in Vietnam by educating, healing, 
sheltering, and nurturing.

Get to know COV
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